Elders, Minifters, M efengers 


OF THE SEVERAL, 


BAPTIST. CHURCHES, 


MEETING AT 


Falmouth, Bovey-Tracey, Prefcott, 
Chacewater, Exon, Wellington, 
Plymouth-Dock, ~ Tiverton, Pithay, and 
Plymouth, Lyme, Broadmead, Briftol, 
Kingsbridge, - ‘Loughwood, and Thornbury. 
Having received LETT ER’S allo from 
Port/mouth, Paulicn, Chard, 
Sarum, Cheltenham, Horfington, 
Bratton, Horfley, Upottery, 
Melk/ham, Wotton, Stoke-Gomer, 
€alne, Grittleton, Cullumpton, 
Bradford, Sodbury, AND 
Crockerton, Bridgewater, " Bampton. 


Frome, Hatch, 


Being met in Affociation | at P L YM O UTH, 
May 25, 26, 179% 


To the feveralChurches they reprefent JendChriftian /alutation. 


DEAR 


BE ING once more permitted to lg together, and | 
having © confidered ‘the accounts received from the 

‘feveral Churches in this conncétion, it is with pleafure we 
‘inform you, that many of them have had additions, and 
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fome of them very ‘confiderable. — This, amidht the many 
trials and cares we are called to encounter, has given us joy, 


and afforded us matter for much thankfulnefs ; neverthelefs 


we cannot but with real forrow and the deepelt concern be- 


hold the rapid ftrides that error is making in this our day of 
{plendid profeffion ; ; and though, Brethren, | we are per- 


fuaded better things of you, yet we think it needful to write 


unto you, and to exhort you earneftly to contend for the 


faith once delivered to the faints. To this end, we pray 
you to remember the hole of the pit from whence ye were 
digged ;—to remember the deplorable condition of the hue 
man race, in a ftate of nature, oe 


Speheig from the man, whofe guilty fall 
Corrupts his race, and taints us all, 


This declaration of that pious divine, and fweet finger of 
Ifrael, Dr. Wats, muft be more or lefs the experimental 
language of every regencrate | foul. 

There are two bencfits, which naturally {pring from this 
confideration, 

1. The knowledge of our own ftate. And 

2. A proper view of the moving, meritorious, and effici- 
ent caufe of our falvation. 

By refle&ting properly on the fall, we fhall be led to fee, 
that through our firft parents difobedience, man became ob- 
noxious to the juftice of God, for the {criptures declare, all 
have finned in him; but this is not the only evil that Adam | 


our federal head brought upon us, we have likewife derived 


from him a corrupted nature, through the influence of which 
we became praétically unrighteous, and confequently aétual 
tranfgreflors before God. This is the awful ftate of every 
fon and daughter of Adam, for God himfelf declares, all are 
gone out of the way; there is none righteous, no not one. 
‘Hence it appears, that man by nature has neither power, 
nor inclination to deliver himfelf from the miferable ftate, 
into which his guilt has plunged him ; and the {cripture de- 

clares, 
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that by- the--deeds-of the Taw’there fhali no flefh 


juftified in the fight of God, ‘Rom. iil, 20.->This being pro- 


perly confidered, the! foul will be led. t@ look further than. ; 
felf-for deliverance,>and:the favorite cry of the-day, Doand 


live, will be exploded. —-He ‘will exchim, with Paul, | 


Phanks be to God for! his unf{peakable gift ; Bleffed be the 
God and: Father of our' Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath bleffed 
us with ‘all fpiritual blefiings in heavenly places in Chrift, 
according as he hath chafen us in him, before the foundation 
of the world, that we fhould be holy and without blame be- 
fore him im love ; having predeftinated us unto the adoption 
of children by Jefus Chrift to himfelf, according to the good 
pleafure of his will, Eph.i. 3, 4, 5- and will fay with the 


fame apoitle in another place, Who hath faved us, and cal-- 


led us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpofe and grace, which was given 
us in Chrift Jefus before the world began, 2 Tim. i,’ g. | 
_ With:thefe views, God will be honored, and .the affli&ted 
confcience comforted ; the foul will catch the. flame of hea- 
venly love, from the free love of the Father in chufing, and 
in giving Chrift to fuffer and. die for. guilty, helplefs finners ; 
and faith, looking to a:crucified Chrift, will produce ge- 
nuine repentance in the foul, agreeable to the promife made 
of old; Zech. xu. 10, They fhall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they~fhall.-mourn, &c. Thus the foul 
fanétified through the truth, will experience the happy ful- 
filment of: that precious promife made by. the Redeemer, 


John vii. 32. And ye fhall know the truth, and the truth 


fhall make you free. If the Son therefore fhall make you 
free, ye fhall be free indeed, Hence God will have all the 
-praife and glory, both as the: Redeemer and San@ifier of his 
people, and the foul enjoying the ineftimable bleffing of 
union with Chrift, will find faith more or ‘lefs in exercife, 
geing out in the workings, of divine love, leading him to 


glorify God by alife of evangelical obedience; he will not — 
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defer his comirig to Chrift, will not tarry to blow up the 
fparks of affeflion-on the altar of felf-righteoufnefs, in order 
to qualify himfelf @r a¢ceptance! Alitrue believers, who 
know Chrtift, ‘the fountain of: life and grace, will come’ to 
him empty, c6nfeious they have nothing to bring, but weak- 
nefs, -guilt;-and Mifery ;-and!as he bas: ordained peace for 
them, he will thérefore work all their works in them, for it 
is God that worketh effe€tually inthém both to will and to 
do. of his g6d4'pleafure, Phily ii 13. and his 
word, andfpirity dire@t'all their fteps, Pfal. xxxvii. 23. In 
_ this view of ehangelical truth, itiiseafy to fee, that an holy 
walk and-eativerfation conneted with a true'faith in Chrift, 
as the fruit and effe& of unioh with him ; when the tree is 
made good, the fruit willbe good alfo, Matt. vii 17. Believers 
‘fare fubjeéts grace, Chrift through the agency of the 
eternal Spirit’is formed in them'the hope of glory, confe- 


-guently fin earnot have the dominion over fach charatters, 


for they ‘are n6t under the law, but under grace, Rom. vi. 
44. And if' we-attend to the voice of infpiration, we fhall 
find this to-be the great end propofed by God,; in choofing,to 
himfelf a people: hence his language conceyning them is, 
This people have I formed for myfelf, they fhall fhewforth my 
pratfe, Tai, xliti. es. This fame. view the apoftle Peter main- 
tained im his addrefs to the {eattered. OM 8 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
But ye are a chofen generation, a royal prie thood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that yé fhould thew forth the 
praifes of him who hath called you out of darknefs into his 
mervellous light. And likewife St. Paul in! his Epiftle to 
the Ephéfians, who having particularly infifted on the rich 
mercy of God, and the great love wherewith he loved them 
When: ‘they were dead in fins, chap. ii. 4, 5» telis 
them, owerfe the that they were God’s workmanship, 
eveated in’ Chrift Jefus unto +good works, which God had 
before’ didaihed:that they fhould walk in them: ‘And ad- 


dire fiery hitnietf to his fon'Titws, he exhorts him to {peak 
| | the 
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the things which berame found doftririe, ‘and to enforce 
ferent ‘duties ‘on various charaéters in their refpe@tive fta- 
tions he faith, chaps ai, 11, The grace’ of God 
that bringeth fal@ation’ teacheth’ us, that,’ denying ungodli- 
nefs and worldly: lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoufly, 
and godly: ir? this’ préfeht world ; looking for that bleffed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, and out 
Saviour Jefus Chrift: who gave himfelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himfelt 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works, 

' We would therefore fay, Brethren, otir hearts defire and 
prayer to God for you all is, that you may be enabled, by 
your pious condu& and good converfation, fo to make ma- 
nifeft your umion with Chrift, and faith in him; that we 
whom the Lord hath placed in his Churth as under Sheps 
herds, may with pleafure fay, we are bound to give thanks 
always to God, for you, Brethren, beloved of the Lord, 
becaufe God hath from the beginning chofen you to falva- 
tion, through fanétification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
Trath, 2 Theff. ii. 13. Weare then perfuaded, Brethren, 
you will fee it, to be both your duty and privilege to guard 
againft two errors in patticulat, which in our day prevail 
umong perfons profeffing Godlinefs. 

The firft isthe leaven of Arminianifm, which by afferting 
and maintaining a power in the creature, either to. receive, 
or reje&t the grace of Chrift, and infifting on certain quali- 
ficatibns: fuch as repentance, love, good frames, and holy | 
difpofitions prior to jultification, diffeminates around the > 
feeds of Popery, denies the eleGing love of the Father, the 
finifhed work of the Son, and the powerful operations of 
the Holy Spirit, which the Scriptures declare to be irrefifti- 
ble ¥ and “by denying the perfeverance of the Saints, gives 
God himfelf the lie; Who declares, where he has begun the 
‘g00d work, he will perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift, 
Phil. i. 6, And that none fhall pluck his fheep out of his 
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makes~God unrighteous in permitting thofe te 
perith, for whom his juftice has received full CaicksGions 
as thefe are but a few of the many evils, which flow from 
Amminianifm, we exhort. you, Brethren, ‘to beware.of this 
pernicious doétrine, itand faft in the ‘liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath made you free, and be! not eee again. with 
the yoke of bondage. be 

But a fecond error,. of which we have too much aA) to 


complain, is the baneful and pernicious poifon of Antino. 


mianifm. We would not here be pnderftood to refer to that 
do&rine, which maintains juftification to. be independent 
of the deeds of the. law, as a free a& of God’s divine fove- 
reignty and love, founded on the perfect atonement and 
obedience of Chrift, and made manifeft. to us. through the 
effeGtual operations of the eternal Spirit, which through 
enmity or ignorance has been branded with this epithet; 
but we would be underftood to {peak of that horrid doétrine, 
which makes God the author of fin, by charging it on his 
abfolute decrees, and the minifter of fin, by denying. the 
fan&tification of the Spirit, and fubftituting the holinefs of 
Chrift-as imputed for our fan&ification, and which further 
afferts, that God does not punifh or chaften his people for 


fin, though he exprefly declares the contrary in his holy © 


word. Thus the advocates for Antinomianifm turn the 
doftrine of the grace of God into licentioufnefs, and fo far 
as they hold the truth, hold it in unrighteoufnefs, and thereby 
bring the glorious Gofpel of Jefus Chrift into ‘difefteem.— 


The pernicious influence this doftrine hath on the mind, too 


evidently appears in the lives of its profeffors ; therefore, 


Brethren, we befeech you to flee from this growing evil — 
--Contend earneftly for the power of the Gofpel, and for the 


effeéts and evidences .of union with Chrift through fanétihe 
cation and holinefs, without whigh, no man fhall fee the 
Lord; for if any man have not ahe Spirit of Chrift, he.is 


But 
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But there is yet another error, againft’ which we think 


it our duty to guard you, which in its confequences if recei- 
ved, will prove as pernicious as either of the*former; we 
mean a denying the Divinity of Jefus Chrift ; for if Chrift 
be nota divine Perfon, poffeffing all fullnefs of deity, then 
his death, refurre&tion and afcenfion are rendered of none 


-‘efiedt, the Gofpel is a mere jumble of inconfiftences, a heap 


of flat contradiétions, and the whole race of Adam are yet 
intheir fins; for, with the atonement of Chrift, which. 
could only be rendered efficacious by his divinity, our pre=. 
fent and future happinefs ftands conneéted and fecured ; 
therefore Paul’s language to the Corinthians was, I am de- 
termined to know nothing among you, fave Jefus Chrift, 
and him crucified. — He could not intend by this expreffion, 
that Chrift fuffered as a martyr and died only to feal the 
truth of his doétrine with his blood ; but undoubtedly meant 
what he affirms in other places of his infpired Epiftles, that 
Chrift died a facrifice for. us, died for our fins, and refe 
again for our juftification,. was made fin for us, who knew 
no fin; that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in 
him, 2 Cor. v. 21. And that by making his foul an offering 
for fin, he became the end of the law, for righteoufnefs to 
every one that believeth. — This do&trine of the atonement 
ofChrift, which cannot be fupported without his divinity, 
is connefted with, and deeply concerned in all our graces, 
duties and privileges. 
If we fpeak of faith, repentance, love, hope, prayer, 
praife, or obedience to the commands of God and Chrift, 
thefe all fall to the ground, they are of no confequence to us — 
unlefs founded on the divinity and atonement of Chrift; 
~ Our faith cannot avail us, if it does not reft here. — 
Hence Paul fays, God hath fet forth his Son to be a propi- 
tation for fin, through faith in his blood. — Our hatred to 
fin, and repentance for it, is befilt on this doétrine, and the 
Apoftles have .ufed this as the chief argument for that pur- 
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pofein all their writings. — Does not our love, as flowing 
from faith in the blood of Chrift centre here? Yea does not 
alfo our hope depend on the death re re{urretion of Chrift? 
Surely it does. 

Hence the Apoftle fays, Rom. v ve 5, Hope maketh us nog 
afhamed, becaufe the love of God is fhed abroad in ou, 
hearts, by the Holy Ghoft, which is given unto us. For 
when we were yet without ftrength, in due time Chrift died 
for the ungodly, — And our accefs to God, by prayer and 
praife, is only through this medium, Heb. x. 19, Having 
therefore, Brethren, boldnefs to enter into the holicft by the 
blood of Jefus, &c. let us draw near with a true heart in 
full affarance of faith, having our hearts {prinkled from an 
evil confcience, &c. This the Apoftle Peter calls {prinkling 
»of the blood of Jefus.— Our obedience to his ordinances 
-reft on this do@trine of Chrift’s atonement, we are comman- 
ded to break the bread, and take the cup at the Lord’s table 
_ an remembrance of it. — And the ordinance of Baptifm be 
the fame balis; this it was meant to fhadow forth, and was 
therefore ordered to be adminiftered in the name of the Son, 
as well as the Father and Spirit. — ‘Moreover all the promifes 
made to men refpecling pardon of fin, juftification, accep 
tance with God, fanétification, peace of confcience, joy in 
the Holy Ghoft, anfwers to prayer, and all prefent enjoy- 
ments as well as future glory, flow freely through this chaa- 
_ nel the divinity and atonement of Chrift. : 

Suffer then, Brethren, the word of exhortation, examine 
yourfelves, fearch the Scriptures, for in them you have the 
mind and will of God relative both to your faith and prac- 
tice, — We affectionately fympathize with you in your af- 
fli€tions, and mourn for the late breaches made in Churches 
and families by bereaving’ providences ; ; but who can fay to 
the Almighty what doeft thou? He taketh away and who 
can hinder; yet remember, beloved, though friends and 
minifters die, and earthly comforts fail, your Redeemer 


liveth, 
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liveth, he is King in Zion, the government is upon his fhoul- 
ders, he is a very prefent help in trouble, whatever he is 
pleafed to deprive you of, he affures you, that he will never 
take away his loving kindnefs from you, nor fuffer his faith- 
fulnefs to fail; for he hath faid, I will never leave thee, nor, 
forfake thee Heb. xiii. 5. — : 

And now, Brethren, we commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, may you be found with your lamps 
trimmed and oil in your veffels, looking for, and expe€ting 
the coming of the Lord Jefus Chrift; for unto them that 
look for him fhall he appear the fecond time, without fin, 

_unto falvation. In the mean time, that God may help you: 
toadorn the do€trine of your Saviour in all things, walking 
as children of the light to the praife and glory of him, who 
hath faved you and called you with an holy calling, is the 


_ Prayer of | 


affe&tionate Brethren 


in the faith and hope of the gofpel. 


PHILIP GIBBS. 


SIGNED ALSO, ON BEHALF OF THE ASSEMBLY, 


BY THE MODERATOR, 


EVANS. 
PirymoutH, May 26, 1790. 


B BREVIATES; 
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ES. 


Toe: ES DAY afternoon, May 25, met at six. Brother 


Reddeng began in prayer, the preliminaries were read, Bro, 
ther évavs of Brifol was chofén Moderator, the letters from 
the Churches were read, minutes taken, and the ae 
concluded in prayer by our Brother Dunn, at NINE, 
WEDNESDAY morning, May 26, met at SEVEN, 


Our Brethren Thomas of Dawfen, and Norman, 
prayed, 


At half paft ren met again, Our Brother Spragee prayed. 


The Moderator preached from 2 Cor. i IV. 5. WE PREACH 


NOT OURSELVES, BUT CHRIST JEsuUS THE Lorp. Brother 
‘Penn concluded in prayer. 

Met again at Four in the afternoon. Brother Giles prayed, 
Our Brother Tommas of Briftol preached on Ezek. xliit. 12. 


THis 18 THE LAW OF THE HOUSE} UPON THE TOP OF THE 


MOUNTAIN, THE WHOLE LIMIT THEREOF ROUND ABOUT 
SHALL BE MOST HOLY! BEHOLD, THIS 1S'THE LAW OF THE 
HOUSE. Brother Tommas prayed ; the Circular ‘Letter pre- 
pared by our Brother Gisss was read, and the —- aflem- 
bly difmiffed with the ufual benediétion at s1x. _ 

The Minifters and Meflengers then fettled the bufinefs of 
the Affociation Fund, and other matters that came before 
them, and at seven the Moderator clofed the whole with 


prayer. | 


It was earneftly rechaiibieided by one of the Churches, 
that a caution fhould be inferted in the General Letter againft 


haftily admitting Minifters to preach i in the Churches, whole 
characters are dubious or but little known, as the peace of 
any Churches has been thereby preres, and many evil 

conie- 


| ( 10 ) 
> 
| 
4 
| 


confequenees avifén, The very tiention of fuch a needful 
and falutary piece of advice is judged fufficient, as it catries 
with it, to every confiderate mind, its own recommendation: 

The following Letter, received laft year, from Granville 
Sharp, Efq; was read, and a rH#ixp benefaétion of rive 
GUINEAS was voted to the Treafurer of the truly honorable 
Committee for the abolition of the Stave Trape, asa 


further teftimony of our high approbation of their zealous 


efforts to obtain the removal of fo great an evil. 


Rev. Sir, Leadenhall-ftreet, London, July 11, 1789. 


HAVING communicated the Refolution of the Wel- 


tern Baptift Affociation at Horfley, dated the gd and 4th 
ult. to the Committee of the Society for effeéting the Abolis 
tion of the Slave Trade, I received their direétions to re- 
queft that you will be pleafed to acquaint that Affociation, 
that their approbation of the endeavors of this Committee, 
and their fo hearty concurrence with us, in the purpofes of 
our inftitution affords very great fatisfa€tion to the Commit. 
tee, and encouragement to their fteady perfeverance: and 
they alfo defire me'to acknowledge the receipt of the fecond 
fub{cription from the Affociation of Five Guineas, which 
has been received by the Treafurer of this Committee, 
Iam, with great refpeét, 
Rev, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 
GRANVILLE SHARP, 


CHAIRMAN. 


Rev. Mr, Horfey, 


Moderator of the Weflern Bapeift A[fociation, 
At Herfley, Glacefterfhire. 


Agreed, To recommend to the Churches a Monthly 


Meeting of Prayer, the firft Monday evening in every month, 
for the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, and the promifed 


bleflings of the pay j and Ms, Jonathan Edwards's 


Sermons 
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Sermons or that fubjeé, reprinted lately, and; fold by Mr. 
Button, Newington Caufeway, London, price Nine Pence. 


only ; in which fuch, a meeting is ftrongly enforced, and 


which has already been adopted, not only by two of our 
own Affociations, but by many other Minifters and Churches 
of different denominations. The fervent effeftual prayers of 

Agreed, To hold the next Affociation at Wotton Under- 
edge, Glocefterfhire, Tuefday and Wednefday in the Whit- 
fun week, to begin at turee precifely on Tuefday. Our 


- Brethren, Birt'‘of Plymouth Dock, and Day of Wellington, 


to preach the fermons; or, in cafe of failure, our Brother 
Kingdon. Our Brother Sprague to prepare the Circular 
Letter. | 


| 


In the ASSOCIATED CHURCHES the laft 


year there were, 


| 
Baptized, - - - - - - - 166 Dead, --------- 46 
Received by letter,-- 10 | Difmifled,------- 4 


93) Excluded, - - - - - - 10 
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This day was publifhed, Price 6d. 


HE FAITHFUL SERVANT CROWNED. A Sermon, 
Preached April 13, at the Interment of the late Rev. JAMES 
NEWTON, M.A. Minifter of the Congregation in the Pithay, me rie 
and Claffical Tutor to the Briflol Education who departed this Life 
April 8, 1790, in the p7th ear of his Age. By CALEB EVANS, D. D. 
Together with the FUNERAL ORATION at the Grave, by the 
Rev. Mr. TOMMAS. _Publifhed at the Requeft of the Congregation. 


- Briftol: Printed by W1111am Ping. Sold in London C. Dilly, in 
the Poultry; and in Briftol by all the Bookfellers. 


Where may be had, By the AuTHOR of the Sermon, Price fewed 2s. 


CHRIST CRUCIFIED;; or, The Doftrine of the’ 


ATON illutrated 
and defended. In FOUR DISCOURSES upon 
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The KENT and SUSSEX 
ASSOCIATION OF 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


Consistinc of thofe which meet at Afford, Sand- 
burft, Smarden, Tenterden, and Folkftone, in KENT 3 
-and at Battle, Rye, W ivelsfield, and Br ight 
helmfton, in. Sussex. = 


[MAINTAINING the important Doétrines of Three equal Perfons in 
the Divine Effence—Eternal, and Perfonal Eleétion to Holinefs here, 
and eternal Life hereafter—The original Guilt and Depravity of 
Mankind—Particular Redemption—Free Juftification, by the im- 

puted Righteoufnefs of Chrift alone—Effecacious Grace in Regene- 
ration, and the perfeverance of the Saints to eternal Glory. ] 


ASSEMBLED ar RYE, 
The 15th and 16th Days of June, 179% 


BREVIATES 


the Meffengers of the Churches met at o’clock in the 

Meeting-houfe, and Brother Vine begun, in prayer ; and after finging 
 Pfalm exxxiii. C. M. Brother Vidler preached from Rom. ill. 24. in 
the room of Brother Lioyd,-Who did not ‘attend ; then the 94th Hymx 

of Watts’s firft Book was {ung, and Brecher Middleton concluded this 
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